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THANK YOU DONORS! 
Town of Eastford: Food Pantry (POB 98), Eastford 06242 
 Eastford Independent Fire Co. (POB 333), Eastford 06242 

The Communicator needs your donations. The current 
 emergency is challenging all of our advertisers, many of 
whom are providing call-ahead, curbside delivery. The  

Communicator also needs your help to continue to provide 
news to more than 900 Eastford households.  

Thank you recent donors: 
Theresa Buell 

Faye Logee 
Roger & Judith Boisvert 

You are helping The Communicator to survive! 
Please send your donations to: 

Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

DUE TO COVID19, MOST TOWN EVENTS ARE CANCELLED—FOR  

UPDATES, GO TO:  https://www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford 

EMERGENCY UPDATES: by Deb Richards, Emergency Management  

Director: For up-to-date news on Covid19 pandemic, please visit the 

following websites: 

Town of Eastford: https://www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford  

Northeast District Department of Health: www.ndh.org 

State of CT: https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus 

Centers for Disease Control: www.cdc.gov 

Sign up for CT Alerts “WE CAN’T ALERT YOU IF YOU DON’T SIGN UP”: 

https://www.ctalert.gov/ctalert/site/default.asp 

Selectman's Snippets:  Budget- We are experiencing changes by the state; a continuous loss of 
funds makes it ever so difficult to create a budget. We, the Finance Board, continue to work hard 
in planning, monitoring and preparing a fiscally conservative budget approach to the taxpayers of 
Eastford. Town Budget Hearing is scheduled Monday April 27 at 7pm. Community – Great 
things happen in our community! The Town is acting as the National Emergency in place. We 
ask that you visit our website for the continuous updates as they occur:  
www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford                                                                   ...continued page 2 

Eastford Independent Fire Co. volunteers train year-round to 

assist residents during emergencies, including hazardous as-

signments, and cold-water rescues (shown below).  

VOLUNTEERS / DONATIONS NEEDED (p5) 

FOOD PANTRY—These are obviously difficult times for many of 
us. We’ve all been blindsided and many people find themselves 
temporarily out of work. If you need help getting through all this, 
don’t forget your town food pantry. We can help. Any Eastford 
resident in need of help from the food pantry can place a  
confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, or contact 
the First Selectman’s Office. A very special thank you to our 
Eastford Fire Company for their donation of non-perishable food 
items along with a generous cash donation collected at their  
holiday gathering.  We are so thankful for all the wonderful things 
people in our community do for the Food Pantry.  We also want to 
thank Pastor Tim, Adam Minor and the Eastford Baptist Church 
members for their recent toiletries drive;  Liz Scranton and her 
family for nonperishables; and David Barlow for his monthly  
donation of toiletries. Thanks also go out to our several  
anonymous donors. If you would like to donate, right now we are 
particularly short on canned goods including corn, creamed corn, 
green beans and pasta sauce.  Financial donations are also critical 
to the work we do and allow us to purchase essential items that 
are missing from our pantry shelves. 

http://www.eastfordct.org/eastford
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 Selectman’s Snippets (continued): 
Thank you to the Eastford Baptist Church, Pastor Tim, for 
your generous donations to the Food Pantry. It is during 
these challenging times our residents can be better served 
because of people like you. 
“People coming together as a community can make 

things happen.” ~Jacob Rees-Mogg~  

Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not 
sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com click Recy-
cling, scroll down to the question; Can I recycle it?  After 
you type in an item the instructions are provided. We have 
a list available on our website as well. Stickers are to be 
affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cu-
bic yards per week – roughly one level pickup load.  We 
will be enforcing residents to comply with rules concerning 
the Transfer Station. Please secure rubbish pails as you 
travel to Transfer Station. 
Police Services – During the month of February, Troop D  
responded to 33 calls. These calls of service included: Acci-
dents: 1, Criminal Invest: 6, Burglaries 0, Larcenies: 0, 
Traffic Citations: 3, Written Warning: 1, and Non-
Reportable Matters: 26. Reminder: call 911 whenever there 
is an emergency.  
Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman 
************************************************
TOWN OF EASTFORD  
ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 
Monday, April 27, 2020 7pm  
A Public Hearing will be held on Monday, April 27, 2020 at 7pm in the 
Eastford Elementary School Gymnasium for the Town Government and 
Board of Education budgets for the fiscal year 2020-2021.  Copies of the 
budgets are available in the afternoon of April 22, 2020 at the Town 
Office Building, Eastford Elementary School and the Library. They will 
also be available at the hearing. 
Board of Selectmen,Town of Eastford 
**************************************************** 

Food Pantry Donation of $1,200 from Eastford Baptist 

Church 

Baptist Church Pastor Timothy R. Howard Jr.(right) with church member 
Adam Minor (left) presented a check in the amount of $1,200 to First 
Selectman Jacqueline Dubois on March 11 to support the Eastford Food 
Pantry. The donation was collected as the church’s holiday offering in 
December, 2019. Photo by:Food pantry coordinator Steve Broderick.  

 
 

Scholarships for Eastford Students 
DEADLINES EXTENDED BY 2 WEEKS 
Scholarship Deadlines extended 2 weeks by Community Foundation 
of Eastern Connecticut. In this midst of this unpredictable and  
unsettling time, we remain focused on the successful future of our 
region’s students. All of our scholarship deadlines have been 
 extended by two weeks:April 6 for current college students; April 
17 for high school seniors; Click on the link below to begin or com-
plete your application. Don’t hesitate to contact us at scholar-
ships@cfect.org or 860.442.3572 with any questions. 
    The Town of Eastford encourages all Eastford students pursuing 
post-secondary education to apply for scholarships. A special group 
of Eastford-only scholarships are managed by the Community  
Foundation of Eastern Connecticut. In addition, Eastford students are 
potentially eligible for many additional scholarships that are managed 
by the Foundation. The online application is at https://www.cfect.org/
Scholarships/Apply-for-a-Scholarship. The extended deadline for 
submitting an online application is April 6 for current and non-
traditional college students, April 17 for high school seniors. The 
Town of Eastford’s Board of Education Scholarship Committee  
continues its more than sixty year responsibility for evaluating  
applications and recommending scholarship awards for the seven 
Eastford-only scholarships. The Foundation identifies potential 
matches between Eastford students and the other scholarship funds 
under their management. A larger listing of potential scholarships is 
posted on the Eastford School website: https://www.eastfordct.org/ 
    Please consider donating to the scholarships which have been  
established for Eastford students and managed by the Foundation: 
The Dennis Barlow Scholarship, given to a student interested in the 
fields of science, engineering, or pre-medical studies. Requirements 
are academic achievement and good character; financial need is con-
sidered. ($1,600*) 
The Harold Carpenter Fund Scholarship, awarded to a student 
interested in studying History at any accredited two- or four-year  
college, university, or educational institution, and who also has mani-
fested academic achievement and demonstrated good character via 
integrity, industriousness, and seriousness of purpose. Financial need 
is considered.  
The Esther and Lucie Harmon and Leta Sabin Trepal Scholar-
ship, given to a student interested in any field of study but with spe-
cial consideration given to non-traditional students returning to aca-
demia at any accredited two- or four-year college, university, or edu-
cational institution. Requirements are academic achievement and 
good character as demonstrated via integrity, industriousness, and 
seriousness of purpose. Financial need is considered.($1,000*)  The 
Eleanor K. Lewis Scholarship, to a student interested in any field of 
study and is based on scholastic ability and good character for study 
at any accredited two- or four-year institution or other accredited in-
stitution. Financial need is a consideration. ($600*) The Mary King 
Sharpe Memorial Business Scholarship, given for the study of 
Business at an accredited two- or four-year institution offering a busi-
ness degree; must indicate school of choice in application. The stu-
dent must be in good academic standing, financial need is not a con-
sideration.  
The Emil Vaida Scholarship goes to a student interested in any field 
of study at any accredited two- or four-year institution or other ac-
credited institution. Financial need is considered. ($250*) The Edith 
Wheaton Smith Memorial goes to a student who is in good academ-
ic standing to pursue any field of study at any accredited two- or four-
year institution or other accredited institution. Financial need is con-
sidered. ($2,000*) The Eastford General Scholarship includes a 
non-endowed fund, from which all donations are used for scholarship 
awards each year, and a companion endowed fund, which will award 
scholarships to Eastford students in perpetuity. There is no minimum 
(or maximum) amount for individual donations. Donations, large and 
small, add up to meaningful support. Everyone contributing to these 
funds will be recognized in the year of their donation. Information can 
be found at: https://www.cfect.org/Donors/Giving-Options. Call for 
more information: 860.442.3572.  
*Approximate amount of award. 
 

mailto:scholarships@cfect.org
mailto:scholarships@cfect.org
https://www.cfect.org/Scholarships/Apply-for-a-Scholarship
https://www.cfect.org/Scholarships/Apply-for-a-Scholarship
https://www.cfect.org/Donors/Giving-Options
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras       (860)429-1932 

 

 

 

From the Superintendent by Donna Leake, Ph.D. 
 

Spring arrived under the shadow of the Coronavirus pandemic. All the normal festivities that are typically held to signal 
the arrival of spring were cancelled, including various daffodil festivals. Daffodils are very special to me. My dad gave 
me a daffodil plant each year he was alive. I am very thankful that I planted those bulbs because now every spring my 
yard is blanketed with their bright cheery color. This year, even without a festival to herald their arrival, they are 
blooming. Because of their connection to my dad they have always been a source of comfort and hope. This year they 
look even stronger and more beautiful than ever before. Perhaps this is because I have more time to watch them open. 
Or perhaps it is because I need their predictability to center me in the midst of the chaotic, unprecedented, uncharted 
pandemic we are now navigating with no known stars to guide us, except our instincts to do all that we can to protect 
and keep whole, to the best of our abilities, in whatever roles we serve, our families, our students, our community mem-
bers, and ourselves.  
 
    Consistent with what I have learned about the Eastford community, they are all providing whatever support possible 
in this time when social interactions are becoming more restricted on a weekly and daily basis. Our families are trying to 
be caregivers and “teach” their children, while attempting to provide some semblance of financial security during times 
of lost savings and rising unemployment. 
 
    It is important that I share with you the responsiveness of my staff at Eastford Elementary School to the challenges 
presented by the coronavirus pandemic to the teaching and learning process. What started out as a short-term two-week 
closure, was recently extended by the Governor. On March 23rd, the Governor announced that the earliest schools will 
reopen is April 20th. During a period of restricted social access  of teachers with their students, interactions that I believe 
to be the heart and soul of the teaching-learning process, our staff has embraced the challenge of providing our students 
with the highest level of continued learning opportunities that their talents and our resources can provide. As a team, 
our staff is responding to a radical change to the teaching and learning process, one in which they have had no prior 
preparation or experience. As they prepare resources, they remain cognizant of the fact that this offsite learning ap-
proach presents additional challenges to families who are juggling their time and energy to address a myriad of other 
needs.  During the initial two-week closure period, our staff provided students with learning packets and opportunities 
to engage in a variety of online educational programming that were consistent with age and abilities. As the timeline for 
providing off-site continuity of learning for all students is extended, the learning experiences provided by our staff will 
continue to evolve. As you are all aware, we have an excellent staff totally dedicated to doing the best for our students 
and their families. They have embraced the challenge to overcome the daunting obstacles to providing extended remote 
learning experiences with unwavering spirit, energy and dedication. As always, we rely on the continued patience and 
support of our families to optimize our efforts.  
 
    Eastford Elementary School has always been a source of purpose, safety, security, and belonging for our students. We 
are well aware that what we provide through our remote instructional programming will not replace the meaningful so-
cial interactions that our students are used to experiencing with their teachers and classmates. It will not replace the 
many smiles and personal greetings exchanged by staff with each other and with our students and families.  I can prom-
ise you, however, that our staff remains committed to providing continued academic and emotional support, to the ex-
tent possible, to our students and families through a time of increasing uncertainty and social isolation. The challenging 
uncertainty of the times ahead will be difficult for every member of our global and local community. In the same way 
that remote learning cannot duplicate the sense of belonging and human interactions that take place at EES, FaceTime 
conversations are only a necessary, but unsatisfying replacement, for our growing need to be with our friends and fami-
lies. We need each other’s support and understanding more than ever. We need to challenge ourselves and each other to 
find ways to remain “whole” as we continually regroup our efforts to respond positively and with a sense of purpose to 
the evolving challenges and conditions. Each day we need to “be present” in whatever form it takes; be thankful for 
what we do have; and be confident that we, like the daffodils, will survive and thrive during these uncertain conditions.  
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 From the Principal by Carole McCombe  
 
Dear Eastford Community,   
 
    The health and safety of our families and staff are most important to us during this difficult time. While Coronavirus 
and social distancing are new to all of us, and unchartered territory can be stressful, try to enjoy this unexpected gift of 
time with your families.  Try to set a daily schedule or routine that works for your family and includes a balance of activ-
ities, including staying current with academic skills.  Try to set and keep regular bedtime and wake-up routines each 
day.  Find opportunities to spend quality time together, enjoy nature, play a board game or do a puzzle, stay active, 
catch up on your reading, complete household projects or cooking activities together, etc.   
 
    School staff are doing their best to continue providing students with materials and resources to maintain skills. We 
understand that right now many parents and guardians are working from home and parenting at the same time.  We are 
NOT asking families to “homeschool” their children.  Many children will need your support to set up a schedule and a 
convenient time and place to work on the materials and lessons that the school is providing.  Please contact your child’s 
teacher or have your child email their teacher if they have academic questions or are struggling with something the 
teacher has asked them to do.  
 
     We do not know when we will be able to reopen the school, but in the meantime we will make every effort to remain 
in contact with our students and if need be, provide new instruction remotely.  Currently the school office is open on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for essential business from 8:00 to 3:00.  We ask that you call or email if you have 
questions or concerns and not come directly to the building.  
 
    We are happy to assist you in any way that we can, either with school related issues or other needs that you, your fam-
ily or loved ones may have.   Please don’t hesitate to reach out and if we can’t help you, we will help connect you with 
someone who can.  We will continue to provide regular updates to school families via email and on the announcement 
section of our school website:  www.eastfordct.org. 
 
    Stay safe and healthy and we hope to reopen soon!     Sincerely, Carole McCombe, Principal 
 
******************************************************************************************************* 
March 22, 2020 Important information for ALL Eastford families with children 18 years of age or younger. 
 
In Windham County, the following districts are set up to provide free meals to any child 18 years of age or younger: 

  Killingly:  https://www.killinglyschools.org/ 
  Putnam:  https://www.putnam.k12.ct.us/ 
  Thompson:  http://district.thompsonk12.org/ 
  Windham:  https://www.windhamps.org/ 

 
These programs may sound very far for you to travel, but many sponsors are offering 2 meal services per day (Breakfast and 
Lunch), and allowing families to pick up for the entire day, or even two days worth of meals at one time. 
 
    Programs are using a combination of meal delivery methods, including making meals available for pick up at schools, 
parks, YMCAs, Boys and Girls Clubs, community centers, athletic fields, and town human services offices. Some programs 
are using school buses and trucks to deliver meals to school bus stops and apartment complexes at designated times. Fami-
lies looking for meals for children age 18 or younger should visit websites and social media pages of the school districts and 
municipalities listed above on a daily basis for the most current information, as locations and times for meal service and dis-
tribution vary with each location and are subject to change as programs continue to adapt to demand and changing logistics. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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 EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC 

     The spring “All You Can Eat” Steak Dinner (scheduled for April 18) has been CANCELLED.  

As reported in the 2020 January Communicator, 2019 was the highest number of “911” calls at 213, recorded in EIFC 
history.  With 7 calls for January, 2020, the EIFC had a slight reprieve from responses.  Routine meetings and drills 
were held through the month.   

On December 18, 2019, members Active and Veteran, along with their families enjoyed an evening of relaxation, good 
food, and camaraderie.   Children of members enjoyed a craft table to make holiday decorations.  They also received 
“gifts” to open and play with.  Adults participated in the “Count the Candy” jars, and “Yankee Swap”.   The highlight of 
the evening was the annual collection of non-perishable food items and donations for the Food Pantry.  Two grocery 
bags full of food was delivered to the Town Office Building.  The EIFC has always prided themselves on their emergency 
efficiency and promptness to help our citizens.  Included in that sense is also our annual support of the food pantry to 
help residents in town less fortunate than we are.  The Chief and President thank members for their generous contribu-
tions. 

Winter is still here anticipating more snow, ice and cold temperatures.  Thoughts for fire prevention and safety must be 
considered: 

--There are more home fires in the winter than any other season.  Heating sources during the winter is the second lead-
ing cause of home fires resulting in 1 in every 7 reported home fires and 1 in every 5 home fire deaths.  Improper dispos-
al of ashes contributes to a large number of fires. 

--Cooking is, by far, the leading cause of home fires and injuries.   

--Consider installing a “talking” smoke/fire detector.  A new study shows that maternal voice smoke alarms are more 
effective in waking children than conventional tone alarms. 

--Each day there are reports of home fires and fatalities.  These early reports provide only basic information about what 
happened, how many fatalities, when and where the fire happened, and the type of home, apartment or mobile home.  
Most fires require investigations that can take weeks or months to complete, but press never makes follow-up broadcasts 
to inform t communities of “cause and prevention”.   

FIRE SAFETY QUICK TIPS: 

 Stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling or broiling food. 

 Keep space heaters 3 feet from anything that can burn. 

 Inspect electrical cords and replace or repair loose or damaged cords. 

 Extinguish candles when leaving the room or going to sleep. 

 Prepare and practice a home fire escape plan. 

 Install smoke alarms – test monthly – change batteries when you change the clocks. 

CARBON MONOXIDE IS THE “SILENT KILLER”:   The colorless, odorless and tasteless gas is a byproduct of burn-
ing organic fuels., i.e., household appliances and equipment fueled with gas, oils, coal, kerosene or wood.   Examples are 
furnaces, water heaters, space heaters, cars, charcoal grills, lanterns, clothes dryers, ovens, fireplaces, lawn mowers, 
snow blowers, etc.    

Early symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning often mimic the flu – headache, nausea, unclear thinking, shortness of 
breath, weakness and loss of muscle control.  Severe symptoms can lead to convulsions, unconsciousness and possible 
death. 

If you suspect carbon monoxide poisoning, leave your home right away, do not open windows or doors and call 911 for 
your local fire department to respond and test for the source of the carbon monoxide exposure. 
 
                           A FEW RESPONSIBLE, COMMON SENSE PRECAUTIONS 
                                              WILL KEEP EVERYONE SAFE. 
******************************************************************************** 
From State Rep. Pat Boyd (Eastford's State Rep, D-50th)  
Dear Neighbors, In our small rural towns, it is your neighbors who respond to 911 and not just to 
fires, but to medical calls, car accidents, and other service calls, 7 days a week. As a state repre-
sentative, I am very aware of the financial implications on our property tax if we had to employ 
firefighters to protect our community. The hard truth is that volunteer fire departments are strug-
gling to recruit, train and retain members. Volunteer firefighters in our community serve in a 
number of roles that fit every skill set and ability level. There is no more rewarding way to give 
back to your community than helping others in a time of need. To find out more about volunteer-
ing in Eastford, please call Chief Doug Beaudoin, (860) 974-0630, at the Eastford Independent 
Fire Company No. 1. Sincerely, Pat Boyd, State Rep Chair, Fire/EMS Legislative Caucus 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

The EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY, located on route 198, is a special place. 
The grounds are beautifully groomed and peaceful --  a perfect resting place for our late loved ones.  If you are 
an Eastford resident, you may purchase a cemetery plot at Grove.  We have redesigned the cemetery to provide 

more single and double plots, as well as a cremation section. 
Please contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 for a confidential conversation about ownership. 

Eastford Conservation & Historic Preservation Commission Report 
Statewide award for EHCP member Ed Parry 

 
Eastford historian and conservationist Edwin Parry has received a 2020 Award of Merit for individual achievement from the 
Connecticut League of History Organizations.  Ed, a longtime member of the Eastford Conservation and Historic Preservation 
Commission, received the award “for his 20 years of outstanding volunteer service as a cemetery preservationist, long arms 
reenactor, and colonial arms technologist. The ECHP Commission wishes to thank Ed Parry for his years of dedicated service. 
In addition to serving as conservator of cemeteries, cleaning and restoring the General Lyon and Old Cemeteries, he appeared 
many times as a representative of the Commission at Eastford's Heritage Day, sometimes demonstratimg his CT longarms or 
giving talks about the cemeteries or General Nathaniel Lyon or other aspects of the natural or cultural life in Eastford. Ed is  
internationally recognized as a master of Colonial armaments, competing and winning the Discovery Channel’s  “Master of 
Arms”. He was a founding member and appeared nationwide with the Lebanon Militia at historic re-encampments. The ECHP 
wishes Ed and Karen Parry all the best in their new life in Stonington, and thank them for their comtinued commitment to our 
small town. We are proud to have nominated Ed for this statewide award which will be presented at the CT Historical Society in 
Hartford.  
****************************************************************************************************** 
The Presidential Primary in Connecticut has been rescheduled from April 28 to June 2, 2020; any enrolled member of a party is 
eligible to vote for a candidate for such party's nomination for President;  
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

 

 

Recreation Commission 
Report 
 
The Recreation  
Commission has decided 
that all upcoming meetings 
and events (i.e., Adult  
Pick-up Basketball, Youth 
Basketball clinic, Egg Hunt, 
and Heritage Day) will be 
cancelled.  
 
At this time, we feel strong-
ly that the health of our 
community needs to be our 
top priority.  
 
Thank you for helping plan 
and supporting our events.  
 
We will continue to keep 
you updated on future 
events.  
 
Stay happy, hopeful and 
healthy! 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

In Memory of and to Honor Joseph Phaneuf, II. 

Donations are requested for a bench in Memory of  
Sergeant First Class Joseph E. Phaneuf, II, KIA, Decem-
ber 15, 2006 in Afghanistan.  
A stone bench with memorial plaque will be installed in 
Eastford's Veterans Memorial, hopefully by Memorial Day. 
Joe served with the Connecticut Army National Guard from 
1987-1997 and 2001-2006, in Iraq and Afghanistan. He was 
killed in Action December 15, 2006 while serving with the 1st 
Battalion 102nd Infantry Unit. To make a donation to this me-
morial, donations may be made by sending your check paya-
ble to: American Legion Post 203, and mailed to Post Office 
Box 131, Eastford, CT 06242. 
About Joe (excerpts from an obituary):  
PHANEUF, Staff Sgt. Joseph E. II Staff Sgt. Joseph E. 
Phaneuf II, 38, of Kozey Road died Friday, (December 15, 
2006) in Afghanistan. He was the loving husband of Michele 
Kozey Phaneuf Nicolet for eleven years. Born in Putnam, he 
was the son of Peter Phaneuf of Dayville, and Barbara Ortega 
Phaneuf of Killingly. Staff Sgt. Phaneuf joined the Headquar-
ters Company of the First Battalion 102nd Infantry Brigade in 
New Haven in November of 2005. He was also deployed to 
Iraq in February of 2004 with the Connecticut Guard's 118th 
Medical Battalion. Prior to his service in Afghanistan, he 
worked as a field operating technician for T-Mobil for five 
years. Joseph was a member of the Eastford Volunteer Fire 
Department and also coached basketball, T-ball and baseball. 
He enjoyed photography and golf and was an avid Michigan 
Wolverine fan. Besides his wife and his parents, he is survived 
by three beloved children, Ryan Phaneuf, Danielle Phaneuf 
and Jordan Phaneuf, all at home; three brothers, Dennis  
Phaneuf of Medford, Ma., Tony Phaneuf of Killingly, and Rob 
Phaneuf of East Putnam; three sisters, Tiffany Gion of  
Killingly, Holly Grube of Eastford, and Veronica Mobley of 
Montville; father and mother in-law, Greg and Teddy 
(LaBarre) Kozey of Eastford; a sister-in law, Sharon Kozey of 
Eastford and 13 nieces and nephews. Burial was in Arlington 
National Cemetery.  

Lt. Governor honors Eastford Vets 
 
On March 9, 2020, Lt. Governor Susan Bysiewicz came to 
Eastford to honor veterans who served after World War II 
through the 
Vietnam War. Families and dignitaries attended the ceremony 
at Eastford Elementary School. State Senator Dan Cham-
pagne (R-35th), State Representative Pat Boyd (D-50th), First 
Selectman Jacqueline Dubois, Selectmen Jim Trobridge and 
Terry Cote attended along with 35 others. A special citation 
was presented to Veteran Richard Cooley whose 92nd birth-
day was that day, March 9. Photo: Anthony Zepperi, Office of 
the Lt. Governor. 
************************************************* 
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DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society 
Did you know that in the late 1800’s a product was man-
ufactured in Eastford for shipment to the West Indies? 
Silas Simmons made hogsheads (barrels) in Maro Lew-
is’ old hen house in North Ashford, where he split the 
staves, shaved and fitted them by hand. The hogsheads 
were then shipped to the West Indies and later returned 
to the states filled with rum.   
    The Historical Society appreciates donations of old 
published documents (letters, diaries, account books, 
etc.), old photographs, and small historic items. Please 
think of us when cleaning out basements and attics, or 
sorting through the belongings of loved ones. What may 
not seem important to you, may be important to the 
preservation of Eastford history. If you have items to 
donate or loan, please call Tom Latham, 860-974-1610 
or Linda Torgeson, 860-933-0468.   

    The Eastford Historical Society seeks community support to 
continue its mission of collecting, preserving and sharing doc-
uments and artifacts that tell the story of Eastford’s unique 
history.  Kindly consider supporting our mission by becoming 
a member. Volunteer and/or financial support would be great-
ly appreciated.  
    Tax-deductible donations may be set to: Eastford Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242  
**************************************** 
Editor’s Note:  
 
US CENSUS 2020 March starts the 2020 U.S. 
Census Count. Much depends on every resident 
being counted (from Federal grants to roads to 
school programs). Folks can respond online and 
find information at: https://portal.ct.gov/
census2020 

Eastford Seniors  by Linda SM dos Santos 
Chief Ranger Bill Reid, of The Green Valley National Heritage Corri-
dor, spoke on “Exploring The Last Green Valley” at the Eastford Sen-
ior Citizens’(ESC) March Learn-at-Lunch program,  Reid, also a col-
umnist in the Norwich Sunday Bulletin,  was energized by his love of 
hiking the open spaces within the 26 towns that make up The Last 
Green Valley. His hikes lead to his enthusiasm and research of the 
history of our beautiful Valley. The most interesting person for me, 
was "Gladys Tantaquidgeon, who was.born on June 15, 1899 in the 
East on Mohegan Hill in Oncasville. She studied, worked and spent 
part of her career in the Western states. She would retrace her route 
back East again to Mohegan Hill where she would live to the age of 
106. During a remarkable life that spanned three centuries, she helped 
to bring about the rebirth of the Mohegan tribe.” The ESC Treasurer, 
Carlene Prentice, who had attended several of his previous talks said, 
“This was his best one, yet!”  The Next scheduled Learn-at-Lunch 
program is Tuesday, May 12 at the Eastford Town Office Building, 
16 Westford Rd., Eastford, CT. For details, call 860-538-8868.     The 
April MGM bus trip is POSTPONED. It is tentatively changed to June 
15. Call Kay Warren, for information regarding both the April and 
May trips,  860-487-3744.The Eastford Senior Citizens Evening on 
Tuesday, April 14 at Illiano’s of Windham is CANCELED, The 
Country Breakfast on April 26 at Quinebaug Valley Regional Senior 
Center is CANCELED. 
******************************************************** 
LIBRARY NEWS BY:  SUSAN SHEAD 
      National Library week is April 19th through 26th. Also in April we 
celebrate Earth Day. The library is having a special activity to honor 
Earth Day. We will have baby chicks at the library on Saturday April 
25th from 10:30am to 11:30 AM.  This is a hands on activity for chil-
dren and adults! Come down to visit with the chicks and maybe listen 
to a story or two!  Hope to see everyone there!  
    A Mother’s Day story and craft will take place on Saturday May 9th 
AT 10:30am.  Please register your child ahead of time so that we may 
know how many to prepare for.  Call the library at 860-974-0125 or 
email us at eastfordpublib@gmail.com.  Please leave your child’s 
name age and a phone number.  
    Tax forms (both federal and state) are NO LONGER available at 
the library.  Patrons can go online at www.irs.gov and print the form 
themselves.   
    There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, and free 
admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, 
Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House.  We also 
have a State Parks and Forests Day pass.  This pass can be used to 
cover the cost of parking at state parks and forests where there is a 
parking charge. We also have coupons for a discounted price at The 
Connecticut Science Center. Please note:The library hours are 
Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Sat-
urday 9am to 1pm. 
****************************************************** 
 
THANK YOU to CORIANDER & BRETT LAFFERT &  
STEPHANIE & ALL THE STAFF 
FOR 10 WONDERFUL YEARS OF SERVICE  
TO THE EASTFORD COMMUNITY. 

Sean Patrick's Plants          Patrick Stenglein 
Buy it where it's grown!              860-205-9868 
 
Annuals, Perennials, Hanging Baskets,Shrubs, 
Herbs, & Veggies                      OPEN APRIL-JUNE 

34 East Howey Rd, Ashford, CT 06278 
www.seanpatricksplants.com   
seanpatricksplants@gmail.com 
Find us on Facebook & Instagram!   Wholesale / Retail 

https://portal.ct.gov/census2020
https://portal.ct.gov/census2020
mailto:eastfordpublib@gmail.com
http://www.irs.gov
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 Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads 
do not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is 
Eastford’s main source of news about events, town govern-
ment,  and local organizations. We need donors to support 
this effort if we are to continue. If you can, please send a 
donation. Thank you! 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:_______ 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator 
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!    
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be sub-
mitted to E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s 
name, address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are 
subject to editing.  Articles are those of the submitters and not nec-
essarily those of The Communicator. The Communicator does not 
print letters to editor  or items it regards as offensive or slanderous. 
Advertisements are paid by the advertiser, who is responsible for 
the advertisement’s content.  The  
Communicator reserves the right to reject any submissions. 
Thank you for your support. Carol Davidge, Editor 

Eastford-It’s Connecticut’s Best Small Town.  
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 
showed Eastford with Bowens Garage, the Ivy 
Glenn, cows, trees and people walking around the 
village. Rankings were based on quality of life, 
affordability, good schools, low crime rate, leisure 
and other measures. Those qualities remain today. 
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford 
and Facebook: Eastford CT06242 

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Notice 

Submitted by the Board of Trustees 
 

The Annual Meeting scheduled for April 8th has been postponed 
until further notice. 

Flags: American flags and Fire Department Flags will be placed at 
the cemetery on Friday, May 22nd @ 5:00 p.m. The Memorial 
Day weekend is May 23-25, 2020; all flags are removed after 
Veterans’ Day, November 11th. 

Flag Holder: If you are interested in ordering a flag holder for your 
veteran’s flag, contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 by 
Friday, May 1st.   

Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the  
cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To make an 
appointment, call 860-974-1349.  

Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member, may 
obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA, INC.  P.O. 
Box 284, Eastford, 06242.  

Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving,  only 
live flowers may be planted, or placed in plastic pots, within 
12”of the base of the monument; all artificial flowers and 
ornaments are prohibited during the mowing season and will 
be removed.  

Donations Appreciated: If you would like to contribute in any 
amount to the beautification of the cemetery and future  
projects, please send your tax deductible donation to:  The 
Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc., P.O. Box 284 
Eastford, CT  06242 (Note:  Grove Cemetery does not receive 
funding from the town.) 
 

For more information, contact a member of the Board of Corporators: 
Joe Andert, Audrey Carabeau, Carol Day, Jim Ellis, Tom Fabian, 
Ken Grube, Bev Lindemann, Faye Logee 

Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow, David Barlow, 
Carolyn Hazard, Scott Huri, Alex Kowalchuk, Linda Torgeson, 
Rick Torgeson 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes, I wouild like to help.  
 
Enclosed is my gift of $       

Name                                              

Address        

City      State    Zip    
 
Gift in memory of       
 
Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 :  
 
You can visit online at 
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/.  

https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
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                                                LOCAL NATURE WONDERS—FREE 
 

CRYSTAL POND PARK IS YOUR PARK. Website: http://www.crystalpondpark.com/ 
Owned by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock, Crystal Pond Park on Weeks Road in Eastford offers FREE 
year-round access to one of Connecticut’s loveliest clear-water lakes, with a beach, picnic tables, swim-
ming, fishing, hiking trails, disc golf (donation), a dining hall that can be reserved (fee) & park can be rented 
for special occasions (fee). 
 
THE LAST GREEN VALLEY (TLGV) in Eastern Connecticut is a National Heritage Corridor.  Brochures about 
destinations and activities are available at town halls, libraries, restaurants, or information kiosks. To  
receive a brochure: mail@tlgv.org or 860-774-3300. The Last Green Valley has information plus a monthly 
calendar of numerous events of all kinds at: www.thelastgreenvalley.org 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  

MESSAGES FROM SUPERINTENDENT (p3) 

& PRINCIPAL (p4) * FREE MEALS FOR 

EASTFORD STUDENTS (p4) 

*SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES EXTENDED

(p2) * TOWN OF EASTFORD IS OUR  

EMERGENCY AGENT; for updates go to: 

https://www.eastfordct.org/

townofeastford  

MOST EVENTS/MEETINGS ARE NOW 

UNCERTAIN 

Right: Funds are being raised  by American  

Legion Post 23 to install a bench at Veterans 

Memorial in memory of Eastford’s Joseph 

Phaneuf, KIA in Afghanistan on December 15, 

2006 (to donate and for information, see p8) 

Above: Eastford Elementary School students 

celebrated Read Across America Day on March 

2 in honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 

Left: Ed Parry receives Award of Merit from 

CT League of History Organizations (p6);   

Below: Connecticut’s Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz  

came to Eastford to recognize Eastford  

Veterans on March 9, 2020 (p8) 


